One definition of a community of faith: A community of faith is a group of people who share the same religious belief, have holy men and women, holy book and worship guidelines and who follow the rules laid down by a particular religion or faith.

Some Communities of faith in Ireland:

1. Catholic

2. Church of Ireland 

3. Presbyterian

4. Methodist

5. Baptist

6. Lutheran

7. Salvation Army

8. Quaker

9. Islamic

10. Jewish

11. Buddhist

12. Greek Orthodox

Other communities of faith could include groups of brothers and nuns or religious people, charities with a religious ethos etc.

Vocation:  People who feel a calling to be a priest, nun, sister or brother have a vocation to that way of life for God.

To explore this title we are going to look at the Christian community of faith in Ireland to explore vocation within this community.

The Christian community of faith is based on the life death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and dates to just over 2000 years ago.  Throughout the centuries there have been a number of splits in the Christian faith resulting in the formation of a number of Christian traditions.  Some of these traditions in Ireland are: 

· Anglican (Church of Ireland)

· Christian Orthodox 

· Roman Catholic 

· Presbyterian

· Methodist

· Quaker 

We are going to narrow our examination here to the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Beginning

The Catholic Church traces its beginnings to the twelve apostles.  After the life death and resurrection of Jesus, which was witnessed by the 12 apostles, they received their vocation and become the leaders of the Christian church.  On Pentecost Sunday the power of the Holy Spirit came to the 12 apostles giving them the courage and power to go out into the world and deliver the message and word of God to all people.

The Pope:

From St Peter who became the first bishop of Rome this authority has been passed down through Apostolic Succession to each and every generation.  The Authority is passed down through the laying on of hands on new bishop’s heads and calling on the Holy Spirit.

The pope is the leader of the Roman Catholic Church he resides in the Vatican city in Rome

He has authority over all Roman Catholics.

The Cardinals:

Cardinals are bishops who become special dignitaries of the Catholic Church chosen by the pope.

They assist the pope in many ways.

They have authority over dioceses and Catholic Church areas.

They are responsible for voting for a new people.

Bishops:

It is the bishop’s role to look after a diocese to manage the different parishes and assist the community within these parishes.

They are responsible for the priest and other members of the church

Priests:

These are men who have received a calling to serve God through a religious life

Once they have answered their call they will spend seven years training for the priest hood

They are ordained by Bishops and appointed to a parish for a number of years 

They are appointed a parish and work in these parishes

They preside over liturgical celebrations

They proclaim the Word of God and explain the teachings of the Catholic Church

They administer the seven sacraments

They are available for the needs of their congregation

Religious Orders:

Theses people live a religious life and serve the community in many ways in the caring and educational professions as well as through prayer and work within their own religious community.

Lay People:

Not all members of the Catholic Church are cardinal’s bishops or priests

Most members of the community are lay people (not ordained) 

However it is important to note that Lay people are also called to God to serve a mission

They do this in a numbered of ways by 

· Participating in the Mass, sacraments and all services

· Becoming ministers of the Eucharist

· Becoming ministers of the word

· Becoming members of the choir.

· Becoming a sacristan and preparing everything needed for the liturgy

· Working with the less fortunate at home and abroad

· Charity work

· The way they live, through their work for and with others at all times.

Lay Christians are called by God through their baptism and confirmations to care for one another and care for the world around them.

As Christians we are all called to serve God.

VOCABULARY:

Denominations

Belonging to a particular branch of a religion.

Lay

A person not ordained to priesthood or priestly ministry

Mission

Putting our religious beliefs into practice.

Preaching 

Spreading the message of God

The Sacristan

The role of the sacristan is to oversee and keep in good order the worship space and the sacristy and prepare everything needed for the liturgy.

Service

Doing something for others

Vocation:

A Calling from God to the religious life 

http://www.catholicireland.net
 Useful website for a list of Catholic religious orders in Ireland plus inks to their web sites.
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